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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 6685 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, GE 

SUBJECT: EAST BERLIN RUMORS ON GROMYKO ROLE IN POSSIBLE 
BREZHNEV SUCCESSION 

REF: STATE 261650 

SOME GDR AND SOVIET EMBASSY OFFICIALS IN EAST BERLIN 
HAVE REPORTEDLY BEEN QUIETLY FLOATING THE IDEA THAT 
SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO WILL BE PART OF A 
TROIKA THAT WILL SUCCEED BREZHNEV SOME TIME AFTER THE 
25TH CPSU CONFERENCE. FRG JOURNALIST IN EAST RERUN 
RECEIVED THIS LINE FROM GDR AND SOVIET SOURCES AT 
TIME OF GROMYKO VISIT TO EAST BERLIN IN EARLY 
OCTOBER BEFORE CONCLUSION OF THE SOVIET-GDR FRIENDSHIP 
TREATY. THESE OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY POINTED TO UNUSUALLY 
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EXTENSIVE PRESS PLAY DURING VISIT, INCLUDING GROMYKO 
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BIOGRAPHY IN MAJOR GDR NEWSPAPERS, AND LINKED THIS TO 
PREPARATIONS FOR GREATER GROMYKO ROLE WHEN 
BREZHNEV STEPS DOWN. COOPER 
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